THE CRYPT OF THE ITECROIMANCERS

RUmMOGURS OF A SECRETIiVE ORDER OF IIECROIMANCERS HAVE PLAGUED THE LANDS FOR
GENERATIONS, AS MENTIONED in WiDELY-SCATTERED TALES AND SOIGS, AND EVEN USED
SOMETIIMES TO SCARE CHiLDREN inTO SiLENCE. WHAT FEW REALISE iS THAT SOIME OF THESE
RUMOURS ARE TRUE. THERE iS A LONG-STANDING HECROIMANTIC GROUP OF SORCERERS - OR
POSSIBLY IMORE THAN ONE. THE GROUP iNVOLVED WiTH THiS AP iS - OR WAS - LED BY A
POWERFUL SORCERER KNHOWI ONLY, iF UnimAGIinATIVELY, A4S THE [TECROMATNCER, REVERED
AS POSSESSED OF HEAR-DEITY-LiKE PROWESS, AHD WHO InAY, OR IMAY NOT, STiLL EXisT. THis
GROUP HAD A PENCHANT FOR HUNTING-OUT ANCIiENT MYSTERIES, COLLECTING AND STORING
WHAT THEY DiSCOVERED il CRYPTS THEY CREATED OR ADAPTED FOR THE PURPOSE,
TYPICALLY WiTH HARD-TO-ACCESS SECRET ROUTES OHLY THOSE SUFFICIENTLY SENIiOR
WITHINn THE ORDER, PART OF iTs INnER CABAL, MiGHT KNOW. INEVITABLY, FACTiONS ROSE
AND FELL WiTHIN THE GROUP OVER TilnE, iNCLUDING WiTHIin THE Inner CABAL, EVIDENCE
FOR WHICH STRIiFE CAHN ALSO SOMETIMES BE FOUND AMONG THE GROUP'S TOMB COMPLEKES,

ATTRACTED TO DESOLATE LOCATIiONS, WiTH A REPUTATION FOR HECROIMANTIC OR
OTHER NEGATIVE MAGICAL ENHERGIES, IT iS UNSURPRISING TO FinD ONE SUCH CRYPT HIiDDEN
AWAY HERE in WiTcH'Ss VALLEY HEAR THE SCAR in EASTERN ALARiUS. PLACES @1 THE InAP
ARE DETAILED in NUMERICAL SEQUENCE BELOW, AFTER SOINE NOTES O THREE LABELLED
LOCATIiONS in ORDER WHEN APPROACHING THE CrRYPT. UNLESS HOTED, ROOINS AND
PASSAGES CAIN BE ASSUMED AS AROQUHND 9 FEET TALL (2.7 METRES). WiTHin THE CRYPT
PROPER, INOST SURFACES ARE SQUARED-OFF AND FACED OR TIiLED WIiTH FiniSHED
STONEWORK, AGAIN WHERE NOT NOTED OTHERWISE.

LABELLED PLACES

WitcH HEap MounTtAains’ HiLLSiDE: EXTERIAL TO THE SUBTERRAHEAN COIMPLEX, THIS is
THE SOUTH-FACIING BASALTiC ROCK AND SCREE SLOPE THAT LEADS DOWH SOUTHWARDS FROM
THE LOWER WiTcH HEAD IlMlounTains inTe THE HORTHWESTERH HEAD OF WiTCH'S
VALLEY. LOW-GROWING SCRUBBY PLANTS, LICHENS AND SilmiLAR KiNDS OF VEGETATIiOHN ARE
SCATTERED OVER THE SLOPES, HOHE OF WHIiCH ARE ESPECIALLY HEALTHY LOOKIiNG, mUucH
LiKE lnO@ST PLANTS FURTHER AFIiELD in THiS GENERAL AREA.

CAVE ENTRANCE: ONE OF A NUMBER OF CREVICES in THE MOUNTAINSIiDES NEARBY, THIS
INiTiALLY SEEINS jUST AHOTHER TYPiCAL SHALLOW CAVE, UNTIL IT TWiSTS AROUND,
OPENING INTO A FAR LARGER CAVERHN. THE OUTER ENTRANCE HAS A IAXilmu HEIGHT OF
ROUGHLY I2 FT (3.5 Im) NEAR iTS MiDDLE.

HeEcromAnceERS’ CAVERN: THiS iS THE LARGER, BROADER AND HiGHER SECTiOoNn OF THE
ENTRYWAY TO THE CRYPT. Il PLACES, THERE ARE SiGNS OF DELIBERATE ENLARGEMENT AND
ALTERATION, ALBEIT il RELATIVELY SIMALL-SCALE WAYS, MOSTLY NEAR THE FOUR ENTRANCE
DOORWAYS, AIID THE TWO SIMALLER BLIiND EXTENSIiONS EASTWARDS OFF THE ImAiNn SOUTH-
HORTH CAVERHN THAT LiE HORTH AND SOUTH OF THOSE FOUR DOORS. THE CAVE FLOOR is
NOT ESPECIALLY LEVEL, WiTH A DiSTINCT HOLLOWING ALOIG THE APPROXIINATE LONGEST
CENTRE LinkE. THE WALLS AND CEiLiNG HAVE A SimMiLARLY CURVING, TUBE-LiKE
APPEARANCE, AS THE ROCK iS BASALTIC, THiS LOOKS VERY LiKE A LAVA TUBE OF
SUBSTANTIAL DilmENsions, iF N1® GREAT LENGTH. Funci, SomE SLilmES AND LICHENS THAT
THRIiVE WITHOUT LIGHT ARE APPARENT i MANY SPOTS, EVEN EXTENDING OVER THE
CEILinG, WHOSE CENTRAL AXIiS iS ABOUT THE SAINE DiSTANCE ABOVE THE FLOOR'S CENTRAL
HOLLOWING AS THE WALLS ARE FROIn OINE ANOTHER in DIFFERENT PLACES, GiVIiIIG A MORE
OR LESS CIRCULAR CROSS-SECTiONn ALONG THE CAVERN’'S SHORTER AXiS OVERALL. THERE is
NO EXIT FROIM THE iNNER, HORTH, END. ONLY THE FLOORS CLOSEST TO@ THE CRYPT’S FOUR




DOORS SHOW SiGHNS OF HAVIiNG BEEN ARTIiFiCiALLY LEVELLED, OR GRADED, SO IO STEPS ARE
NEEDED TO REACH THEIm FROI THE CAVERN. INoTHING in THE CAVERN iNDICATES iTS USE
OR THE HATURE OF WHAT LiES BEHiND THE DOORS il THE CRYPT. ALL FOUR DOORWAYS OFF
IT ARE ABOUT 7 FT TALL (2.1 1), ANND ARE INADE OF BASALTIC STOIE.

1) GARGOVYLE EnTRANCE HALL: A LONG, HORTH-SOUTH EXTENDED RECTAHNGULAR CHAMBER,
WITH A 12 FT HiGH CEiLinG (3.6 lt). TWO 9 FT TALL (2.7 It) GARGOYLE STATUES STAHD BY
THE WEST WALL FACING iNTO THE ROOI. THESE ARE NOT ACTUALLY STATUES, BUT Livine
GUARDIAN GARGOYLES THAT HAVE BEEN MAGICALLY ilmmOBIiLiSED. THE 9 FT HiGH
PASSAGEWAY NORTH TO THE IlECROmMANCER’S HALL (6) HAS BEEN LARGELY BLOCKED BY
DELIiBERATELY-COLLAPSED RUBBLE FROIn THE WALLS AND CEiLING HERE, ALONG WiTH MORE
BASALTiC ROCK DEBRiS EXTRACTED FROI THE RAiDERS’ TunneL (2). FURTHER STONY DEBRIS
LIES STREWH ©H THE FLOOR BY THE ENTRANCE TO THiS TUNHEL, WHIiCH HAS BEEH CRUDELY
HACKED iNTO THE EASTERN WALL. THiS HOLE iS ABOUT 5 FT TALL (1.5 In).

2) RAiDERS’ TUNNEL: A CRUDELY-CUT, CAVE-LiKE TUHNHEL HAS BEEH SINASHED THROUGH
THE ROCK SEPARATING THE GARGOYLE EnTRANCE HALL (1) FROIm WRAITHLORD HALL (3),
CREATING A CONNECTING PASSAGE THAT DiD HOT PREVIOUSLY EXiST (OR SO iT SEEmS). THE
CEILinG is ROUGH, LiKE THE WALLS AND FLOOR, WiTH SOINE DEBRIiS STiLL SCATTERED
LOOSELY ALONG iT il PLACES, HOTABLY HEAR, AIID BEYOND, BOTH ENDS. IT iS LESS THAMN 6
FT HiGH (1.8 In) THROUGHOUT iTS LENGTH. [T DESCENDS ABOUT 5 FT (1.5 Tt) FROIM AREA I TO
3, AT Al AHGLE OF APPROXIINATELY 18 DEGREES FROM THE HORIZONTAL,

3) WRAITHLORD HALL: PARALLEL TO, THOUGH WiTH A FLOOR AROUHND 5 FT (1.5 i) LOWER
THAN, THE GARGOVYLE EnTRANCE HALL (1), THiS ROOIN iS STILL LONGER in iTS HORTH-
SOUTH DIMENSion, ALTHOUGH IT HAS ONLY ANl 8 FT HIGH CEILinG (2.4 ). IT new
COHNHNECTS WiTH THAT EnTRANCE HALL BY THE CRUDELY-DUG RAIDERS’ TUNHEL (2), WHiCH
SLOPES DOWI TOWARDS THiS CHAINBER., THREE LONG ALCOVES ARE il THE WEST WALL, EACH
OF WHICH CONTAINS A STONE SARCOPHAGUS. THAT in THE ALCOVE THE TUNHNEL EXiTS inToO
HAS BEEN PUSHED ASIDE, AID ITS LiD STiLL LIES PARTLY OPEIl O TOP. A METAL DOOR in
THE EAST WALL OPPOSITE THIiS ALCOVE SHOWS CLEAR iNDiCATiONS THAT SOINEONE HAS
TRIED TO PRISE iT OPEN VIOLENTLY, WiTHOUT SUCCESS. THE DAIMAGE TO THiS DOOR is
SURPRISINGLY SUPERFICiAL. IT LEADS inTe THE STasis TOmB (4), AND is MAGICALLY
LOCKED AND WARDED AGAINST ENTRY. I EACH ALCOVE'S SARCOPHAGUS iS AN UNDEAD
WRAITHLORD, PINNED il PLACE AND CURRENTLY HEUTRALISED BY Al UNHOLY SILVER STAKE-
BLADE THROUGH THEIiR CHESTS. THE TWO CLOSED SARCOPHAGI SHOW EVIDEINCE OF HAVIiNG
BEEN OPEHED, AND THEIR LiDS FULLY REPLACED, THOUGH HOT RESEALED. THE THREE
WRAITHLORDS ARE MAGICALLY WARDED AGAINST THE CONTROL OF THE NECROMANCER
BURIED in THE STAsis TomB. IF THEiR STAKE-BLADES ARE REMOVED, THEY WiLL AGAIN BE
ABLE TO PREVENT HER EARLY ESCAPE (SEE THE STASiS TOmB FOR DETAILS). THEY WIiLL ALSO
DEFEND THEIMSELVES AHD TRY TO STOP ANYOHE ENTERING THE STASiS TOMB ONCE ABLE TO
IMOVE AND ACT AGAin, THE ORIGIHAL ACCESS PASSAGE HERE iN THE SHORT SOUTH WALL,
DIRECTLY FROIm THE ITECROmMANCERS’ CAVERN, WAS MAGICALLY REMOVED, RETURHNED TO
SOLIiD ROCK, ONCE THE STASis TOmB WAS FILLED AND SEALED. 1o siGgn OF iT REmAInS.

4) STAsis TomB: INsiDE THE METAL DOOR FROM HALL 3 is A LARGE ROOM FILLED WiTH &
CHOKING GAS THAT ElMANATES FROIN THE GRATIIG il THE FLOOR AT THE FOOT OF THE
STAIRS UP TO THE RAILED PLATFORIN THAT OCCUPIES MUCH OF THE SOUTHERIN HALF OF THE
ROOM. ITS FLOOR iS ABOUT 5 FT (1.5 In) ABOVE THE LOWER FLOOR LEVEL, AND THE CEILinG
IS I5 FT (4.5 In) ABOVE THE LOWER FLOOR. THE GAS AFFECTS ANY BREATHINNG CREATURE
WITH CHOKING FiTS UNTIL IT PASSES OUT, WHILE FOR ANY UNDEAD, THE GAS PUTS THEIn
iNTO COMPLETE STASiS, UNABLE TO MOVE, THINK OR ACT. |l THE HORTHERHN ALCOVE is A
VERY FAINCY STONE SARCOPHAGUS WHOSE LIiD AND UPPER PART IS SCULPTED inNTO® THE FORI
OF A RECLininG HumAn FEMALE O A PADDED, CUSHIOHNED COUCH, THiS TOIB HOLDS THE



LADY SURLiS, A POWERFUL UNDEAD HECROIMANCER. SHE WAS BANiISHED HERE BY THE
ORDER FOR TWO CENTURIES, AFTER COLLABORATING WiTH THE ENEMIES OF THE | MNER
CABAL, TO BRIiNnG iT pown., HER SENTENCE STILL HAS 88 YEARS TO RuUn. On THE RAISED
PLATFORIN iS A BRAZIER WiTH UNLIT COALS in iT. IT is mMAGICAL, AND WHEHN LiT, RUHES
GLOW ALL ARGUIND IiTS Rilm, AND iT CLEARS THE AIR OF CHOKING GAS COIMPLETELY i LESS
THAHN A MIiNUTE, SUPPRESSING IT S© LONG AS iT REmMAINS ALIGHT. ONCE THE GAS HAS
CLEARED, THE SARCOPHAGUS LiD mAY OPEN. LADY SURLiS WILL WANT TGO KNOW THE DATE,
AND WIiLL BE RELUCTANT TO TRY TO “ESCAPE” UNTIL HER SENTENCE ENDS, OR SHE CAIl BE
CONVINCED HER FOES ARE SUFFIiCIENTLY WEAKEHNED TO ALLOW HER TO COIMPLETE HER
EARLIER PLAM.

5) TREASURE Roon: THE UNLOCKED INETAL DOOR SOUTH OFF THE RAISED PLATFORI in THE
STasis TOmB (4) LEADS TO THiS SmMALL ROOM, WHICH HAS AN 8 FT CEiLinG (2.4 m). InsipE
ON THE FLOOR iS A BLUE STEEL GREATSWORD, A SILVER LOCKBOX CONTAINING TWO LARGE,
LUSTROUS PEARLS, A GOLDEN CENSER DECORATED WiTH HOODED SKELETAL FIGURES, ANID A
WOODEN CHEST CONTAINING A FINELY-IMADE BLACK SiLK SURCOAT EMBROIDERED WiTH A
GOLD Lion. ALL ARE VALUABLE iTEmS., [TonNE ARE MAGIiCAL,

6) NECROmANCER’S HALL: A SQUARE CHAINBER WIiTH A STOHE DOOR in iTS SOUTH WALL
LEADING TO THE HOW LARGELY BLOCKED PASSAGE inTe THE GARGOYLE EnTrRance HaLL (1).
THE STATUE in THE SOUTHEAST CORHER iS OF THE GREAT [TECROIMANCER AS A YOUNG
TEENAGED GIiRL; THAT il THE HORTHWEST CORHNER SHOWS THE IIECROINANCER il HER
LATER LiFE, AS Al AGED CRONE. BOTH ARE APPARENTLY LiFE-SiZED. IIEITHER iS CAPTIiOHED,
SO RECOGHISING WHO EACH SCULPTURE iS OF WOULD BE DOWH TO PERSONAL KHOWLEDGE
OR DETAILED iNVESTIGATioNn. In THE HORTHEAST CORHER iS A PILLAR-MOUNTED LARGE
SUNDIAL, WiTH A GHOIMON SET FOR THiS LATITUDE. [T HAS A LARGE CIRCULAR BASE WHIiCH
IS REALLY A CONCEALED TRAPDOOR LEADING DOWI A 20 FT DEEP CHUTE (6 In) TO A SHORT
PASSAGE HORTH inTO THE SECRET LOWER TomB (7). A mMETAL LADDER iS ATTACHED TO THE
CHUTE’S SOUTH WALL, WHIiCH RUIS DOWH THE END-PASSAGE WALL TO THE FLOOR AS WELL,

7) SECRET LOWER TomB: An 11 FT HiGH (3.3 In), LARGE, RECTAHNGULAR CHAMBER, WiTH &
PLATFORIM AHND STEPS UP TO iT O©N THE LONGER HORTH WALL, THiS PLATFORIN iS RAISED
ARQUIND A FOOT (30 CENTIIMETRES) ABOVE THE FLOOR. O THE PLATFORIN ARE TWO STONE
SARCOPHAGI, THE WESTERN SARCOPHAGUS is LABELLED “HER TWiLiGHT”, THE EASTERI
“Her MoRrninG”. InsiDE THE FORMER ARE THE REMAINS OF AN ELDERLY WOMmAN. THE
LATTER CONTAINS THE CORPSE OF A TEENAGED GiRL. |1 THE SOUTHEAST CORHNER, A
CONCEALED SERIES OF FOOTHOLDS I THE STONEWORK FORIMS A LADDER UP TGO THE CEILinG,
AND THEIN THROUGH A CHUTE TO A TRAPDOOR ABOUT 20 FT (6 1) ABOVE THE FLOOR OF THIiS
TomB, LEADING inTO THE SECRET UPPER TommB (8). A HIDDEH LATCH in THE CORHER InUST
BE RELEASED TO OPEN THE FOOTHOLDS, AND THE CEIiLING TRAPDOOR iNTO® THE CHUTE.
NeTHING HERE ORDINARILY INDICATES ANYTHING iS CONCEALED i THiS PART OF THE
ROOM,

8) SECRET UPPER TomB: BY CONTRAST TO OTHERS OF THE ROOINS HERE, THiS OHE is
UHUSUALLY CROWDED FOR iTS SiZE. Il THE SOUTHWEST CORHER iS A STATUE OF THE
NMECROMAICER AT THE HEiGHT OF HER POWERS, HER RAVEN HELD il ONE FiST, HER FLAIL OF
SKULLS i THE OTHER. ON THE EAST SIiDE OF THE ROOIn, AN ALTAR iS FLANKED BY TWO
STONE SARCOPHAGI, WiTH A SINGLE, LARGE IMiRROR PANEL O THE WALL BEHIiND THE
ALTAR. BOTH SARCOPHAGI CONTAIN CORPSES RESEmMBLiNG THE ITECROIMANCER in HER
PRIiINE, STILL LOOKING UNCORRUPTED AND HAUGHTY in DEATH. EACH BoDY HAS A
CHRONOGRAPH [IMEDALLION LYING ©N iTS CHEST, AN OBJECT CAPABLE OF SENDIiNG iTS
BEARER iNTO AN ALTERHATE TilmELINE (THE JMEDALLiON REMAinS WHERE AND WHEN iT
WAS, HOWEVER). Ol TOP OF THE ALTAR iS A LARGE, WEATHERED, HUIIANO®ID SKULL,
SURROUNDED BY UNLIT, BUT PARTLY BURNT-DOWIH, CANDLES, FORINiNG A PARTIAL RinG
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AROUND iT. THE HIiDDEN TRAPDOOR BACK TO THE SECRET LOWER TOomB (7) HAS A CIRCULAR
ARCANE CALENDAR SET O A PILLAR O TOP OF iT. THE SECRET DOOR il THE SOUTH WALL
TO THE HiDDEn ALTAR CHAMBERS (9) iS CONVENTIONALLY CONCEALED AINOING THE
STONEWORK, AS iS THAT il THE SOUTHEAST CORNER WiTH THE HiDDEN PASSAGE TO THE
TomB oF THE WATCHER (11). THAT inNTO THE SMALL RECTANGULAR ROOI BEHIND THE
ALTAR HERE iS MAGICALLY CONCEALED WiTHIN THE MiRROR PANEL ON THE WALL. IT CAN
OILY BE FOUND AND OPEHED BY USING THE TRIGGER BENEATH THE LARGE SKULL, THIisS
SECRET ROOIn iS EMPTY EXCEPT FOR A SINALL OBSIiDIAI STATUE, CAPTIOHED OH iTS BASE AS
“THE DEITY ©F SORCERERS AnD WIiTCHES”. IT iS A VAGUELY DEmMONIiC HUMANOID WiTH
WiNnGs AnD A POIiNT-TiPPED TAiL. HiDDEN WiTHInN iT is A KEY OF THE Inner CABAL, AN
ENCHANTED OBJECT ABOUT THE SiZE OF A HulmAn FINGER, mMADE OF BLACKENED BONE
LACED THROUGH WIiTH VEiNS OF A PURPLiISH METAL. IT WiLL FinD AND OPEH ANY SECRET
DOOR, IMECHANICAL OR MAGICAL, MADE BY THE INnER CABAL (WHICH HERE COMPRISE THE
FOUR SECRET KEY DOORS OF AREA 12).

9) HippDEn ALTAR CHAIMBERS: THE SECRET DOOR FROI THE SECRET UPPER TOoInB (8) OPENS
DIiRECTLY BEHIiND THE UNUSUAL ALTAR i1 HERE, AS SOON AS A MOVING CREATURE ENTERS
iT, THE FIRST CHAINBER IS ILLUMINATED BY A MAGICAL LiGHT SOURCE il THE ALTAR, WHIiCH
ALTAR IS MADE ENTIRELY OF STAINNED GLASS PAIIELS, il ABSTRACT, COLOURED PATTERIIS,
THE LiGHT SHIFTS AND CHANGES SUBTLY OVER TilnE, TYPICALLY LIGHTING-UP THiS ROOIn
AND THE SOUTHERN PASSAGEWAY TO THE SECOND, LARGER, CHAIMBER THAT WAY. THE LiGHT
BECOMMES MUCH WEAKER AND LESS USEFUL i THAT SECOND CHAIMBER, WHICH IS SQUARE
AND EMPTY, EXCEPT FOR A WOODEN BOX THAT HOLDS FOUR VALUABLE SACRIiFiCiAL KNiVES,
EACH DECORATED DIFFERENTLY WiTH GEInS AHND PRECIOUS METALS.

10) HorTH EnTRANCE: THiS ENTRANCE iS INUCH PLAIHNER THAN THE OTHER TWO (AREAS I
AND 6), jUST A SIALL, SQUARE ROOIN WHIiCH HAS A LONG, OPEN PASSAGE TO THE TOIB OF
THE WATCHER (11I) LEADIiNG AWAY FROIn iTS HORTHEAST CORHER., THERE iS A SIHGLE STEP
DOWH iNTO THIiS ROOMM, AND ANOTHER UP AT THE STOHNE DOOR inTe THE WATCHER'S TomB
CHAMBER.

11) TomB oF THE WATCHER: A VERY LARGE ROOI, WiTH A 14 FT HiGH CEIiLinG (4.3 Im), YET
ONE WHICH iS ECHOINGLY RATHER ElMPTY. TWO LARGE, BLACK BASALT SARCOPHAGI, EACH
WITH ITS LID CARVED in FULL RELIEF WiTH ANl ARINOURED WARRIOR BEARING A SWORD, ARE
On THE FLOOR, WiITH AN iDENTICAL THIiRD STOHE BOX ON A DAIS SOME 16 iNCHES (40 Ch)
HIiGHER THAN THE FLOOR, WIiTH STEPS UP OH ITS THREE OPEN SiDES, SET AGAINST THE
miDDLE OF THE EAST WALL. EACH SARCOPHAGUS ALSO HAS A SINGLE, LARGE, GLITTERINIG
EMERALD SET iNTO ITS LiD. A TALL, GOLDEN STATUE OF A WIiNGED, VAGUELY DEmOMIcC
HUMANOID FIGURE, WHOSE HEAD NEARLY REACHES THE CEILIiNG, STANDS ©n THE FLOOR
BETWEEN THE TWO SARCOPHAGI NEARER THE WEST WALL, FACINNG TOWARDS THE BOX OI THE
DAis. I FORM, THiS STATUE iS A MUCH BiGGER VERSiON OF THE SIALL ©BSiDiAN STATUE in
THE SECRET ROOM OFF TOMB 8. IT HAS TWO LARGE, GLITTERING EMERALDS FOR EYES. FOUR
ALCOVES ARE SET AT EQUAL iHNTERVALS ALONG THE WESTERI WALL, THE HORTHWESTERH OHE
HAS THE DOOR in FROIm THE ITORTH ENTRANCE (10) PASSAGEWAY, WHILE THE
SOUTHWESTERH OHE HAS THE CONCEALED EXIiT TO THE SECRET PASSAGE FROIt ToInuB 8.
WHEN iNTRUDERS ENTER HERE WHO DO NOT BEAR AT LEAST onE KEy oF THE Inner CaBAL
(SEE TomB 8), THE STATUE OF THE WATCHER GRiNDS OUT Al AHCIiENT WORD MEANING
“AWBKEN”, AT WHIiCH BRIGHT GREEH, SHiNiNnG, EHERGY BOLTS ARC FROII IT TO THE THREE
SARCOPHAGI OF THE GuARDiANS. THiS OPENS THEIR LiDS, AND THREE WiGHTS EIMERGE,
ARIMED AND ARMOURED MAGICALLY, LIKE THE CARVINGS on THEIiR TomBS. THE GUARDIiANS
ARE THERE TO STOP AND HUNT DOWIH ANY iNTRUDERS. ONCE SUCCESSFUL, THEY RETURHI TO
THEIR SARCOPHAGI HERE, AD THE WHOLE MAGICAL SYSTEM RESETS.




12) SECRET KEY DOORS: FROIM THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE ToImB OF THE WATCHER
(I1), A GROUP OF THREE SINALL ROOMS, EACH WiTH A CONNECTING SECRET DOOR TO THE
NEXT ANID BEYOND, PROVIDES ACCESS TO THE FinaL PART OF THE CRYPT. FOR AnYoneE witTH
A KEy oF THE Inner CABAL (SEE TOmB 8), THE DOORS ARE EASY TO FinD AnD OPEN. FOR
THOSE WITHOUT ONE, THEY ARE AT LEAST TWICE AS DiFFICULT TO LOCATE AND OPEN AS A
TYPICAL HIDDEN DOOR, EVEN WHEN USIiNG MAGIC, AS THESE FOUR DOORS ACTIVELY RESIST
IMAGIC AND PHYSICAL FORCE EQUALLY WELL. THE FIRST SECRET ROOIn OUTSiDE TOImB II HAS
A STEP DOWH IinTo iT imMEDIATELY inSiDE.

13) FounTtain: ONCE THROUGH THE FOURTH SECRET KEY DOOR (12) ouT OF THE TOINB OF
THE WATCHER (II), THERE ARE TWO PASSAGEWAYS, ONE HEADING HORTH, THEHN EAST TO THE
SECRET DOOR TO THE CRYSTAL SPHERE CHAMBER (14), THE OTHER, A LITTLE BROADER,
LEADS EAST THEI SOUTH TO THiS ANGLED AREA, BEFORE IT TURINS EAST AGAIiNn AnND DEAD-
ENDS. I THE ANGLED PART iS A LARGE, SHALLOW STONE BOWL, RAISED TO TYPICAL ADULT
Human waisT HEIGHT BY A SOLiD BASALT PEDESTAL., THE BOWL MAGICALLY HALF-FiLLS
WITH SPARKLINNG BLUE-GREEN WATER, THAT ALSO HAS OTHER RAINBOW COLOURS in iT in
ANY LIGHT, WHEHEVER SOMEONE MOVES in THiS SECTion. [T EmPTIES AND DRIES AGAIN
WHEN THE lOTiOoN CEASES. WHERE THE WATER COIMES FROIN, OR GOES TO, CANNOT BE
DETERMINED, AS THERE iS HO® PIPEWORK, iHLET OR OUTLET ATTACHED TO THE BOWL. THE
WATER IS VERY SALTY, LIKE SEAWATER, UNSAFE TO DRINK in QUANTITY (ALS® LIiKE
SEAWATER), AND IS VERY ViSCOUS, CLINGING T® SURFACES PHYSICALLY ATTACHED TO A
MOEVING CREATURE THAT ARE DIPPED in THE BASIiN, SUCH AS HANDS (BUT NOT CLOTHING,
OR HAIR). ALL THE SECRET DOORS il THiS SECTion oF THE CRYPT, EAST OF THE TOIMB OF
THE WATCHER, WiLL OPEN OINLY TO THE TOUCH OF SOMEONE WHOSE HANDS ARE STiLL WET
WITH THE WATER. OTHERWISE, THE DOORS SIlNPLY CEASE TO EXiST, EXCEPT AS SOLIiD
STONEWORK, FOR ANNYOHE ELSE. EVERY SURFACE TOUCHED REDUCES THiS ABIiLITY (WHETHER
A SECRET DOOR OR NOT), UNTIL AFTER SEVEI SURFACES, THE WATER WILL N® LONGER WORK.
THE SECRET DOORS CAHNOT BE HELD OPEHN, SO THE WATER WOULD BE HEEDED OH THE WAY
in, AnD ouT. THE WATER CANHOT BE REMOVED FROIn THE FounTain BASin in ANy OTHER
WAY.

14) CRYSTAL SPHERE CHAMBER: THE FiRST CHAIMBER in THiS FiNAL, ANIGLED SECTiOoHn OF
THE CRYPT HAS A STEP UP inNTO iT FROM THE PASSAGE ilmMEDIATELY OUTSIDE THE SECRET
ENTRANCE (ONLY ViSIBLE ONCE THE SECRET DOOR iS OPENED). INSiDE, THE CEiLiNG is
AROUND 20 FT HiGH (6 ), AND in THE MiDDLE OF THE ROOIn, SUSPENDED MAGICALLY in
miD-AIR, IS A 10 FT DIAMETER (3 ) CRYSTAL SPHERE. InsiDE THE SPHERE is A& SQUIRMING
IASS OF PINK, PURPLE ANND YELLOW JELLY THAT CONTINUALLY FORINS RECOGHNISABLE EYES,
ImMOUTHS AND TEETH, AND AS QUICKLY REABSORBS THEIn, ALONG WITH OTHER, LESS
IDENTiFiABLE FEATURES, THE CRYSTAL SPHERE KEEPS THiS InASS iH-CHECK CURRENTLY, SO
LONG AS iT REmMAINS inTACT. ANOTHER SECRET DOOR iS il THE SOUTHEAST WALL TO THE
PiLLAR AnDp TABLET HALL (15). AREA 13 DESCRIBES THE OHLY WAY BOTH SECRET DOORS
HERE CAN BE FOUND AND OPENHED.

15) PiLLAR AniD TABLET HALL: AT THE CENTRE OF THiS SEGIMENT OF THE CRYPT is THiS 20
FT HiGH (6 In) RECTAINIGULAR ROOM., SECRET DOORS ARE il iTS HORTHWEST AND SOUTHEAST
WALLS (SEE AREA I3 FOR THE WAY TO FinlD AIND OPEN THESE), WHILE inn THE SOUTHWEST AND
HORTHEAST WALLS ARE DOUBLE ORDIiNARY STOHE DOORS. ABOVE THE DOORS TO THE
HORTHEAST iS A IMETAL PLAQUE THAT READS “THE Sunkemn City oF KET”, FOR THOSE ABLE
TO READ IT, SOMETHING MADE MORE DiFFICULT AS THiS CHAINBER iS ImAGICALLY
ARTIFICIALLY DARK, SUPPRESSING ALL LIGHT SOURCES BROUGHT il TO BE ONLY ABOUT HALF
AS EFFECTIVE AS HORMAL (inNCLUDING MAGICAL SOURCES). TOWARDS EACH CORHER OF THE
HaALL is A COLUMNAR, PILLAR-LIKE SCULPTURE THAT DOES NOT QUITE EXTEND UP TO THE
CEILiNnG, EACH OF WHICH IS CARVED il FULL RELIiEF il THE FORIm OF A GREAT
PROTOPLASIMIC HORROR LiKE THAT in THE CRYSTAL SPHERE CHAMBER (14), HERE lMADE
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FULLY SOLIiD, WiTH A GREAT ImANY EVES, INOUTHS, TEETH AND OTHER HARD-TO-iDENTIiFY
ELEMENTS. ONn THE WALLS AROUND THE HALL ARE HUNG TALL, GREY SLATE TABLETS OF
ALMMOST FLOOR-TO-CEILING HEIiGHT. EACH OF THESE IS inNSCRIBED WiTH AN ALIiEN TEXT
THAT PROVES EXCEPTIOHALLY DiFFICULT TO COMPREHEND, WiTH OR WiTHOUT mAGicC, as iT
ALSO SEEIS TO BE il SOME FORM OF CODE,

16) THE Sunken City oF KET: ITORTHEAST THROUGH THE DOUBLE STOHE DOORS FROIN THE
PiLLAR AnD TABLET HALL (18) is THiS 12 FT HiGH (3.5 In) CHAINBER, WHEN Ay mOVinG
CREATURE ENTERS THE ROOI, MAGICAL LIGHTING ACTIiVATES, SIlMILAR TO WHAT WOULD BE
FOUND UNDER RELATIVELY SHALLOW, SUNLIT, SEAWATER, OF A RIPPLiNG, DAPPLED, BLUE-
GREEN COLOUR. O THE HORTHEAST WALL iS WHAT SEEInS TO BE ANOTHER PAIR OF STONE
DOORS, ALTHOUGH THESE HAVE A DiFFERENT, ROUNDED-TOP, FORIn TO THE SQUARE-TOPPED
ONES EVERYWHERE ELSE in THE CRYPT. THiS PAiR ARE ALSO BAS-RELiEF SCULPTED WiTH
CARVIIIGS OF AIl UNDERSEA CiTY AND iTS SUBMARINE HUMANOID inHABITANTS. THE DOORS
ARE FIXED TO THE WALL, ANID NOT iNTENDED TO OPEHN, NOR CAII THEY BE INADE TO DO SO.
TOWARDS THE MiDDLE OF BOTH HORTHWEST AD SOUTHEAST WALLS ARE A TWill PAIR OF
SIMILARLY DECORATED STOHE ALTARS, EACH WITH A LARGE STATUE OF A SQUATTING,
WINGED HUINAN®ID WHOSE HEAD iS SIlMILAR TO THAT OF A HUGE OCTOPUS. O THE WALLS
AWAY FROIn THE DOORS, FALSE DOORS AND ALTARS ARE HUIIG A TOTAL OF TEN SPEARS AND
BLADED HAND WEAPONIS, ALL WiTH BARBED HEADS OR BLADE EDGES, MADE FROI A MIXTURE
OF BOHE AND WHITE GOLD, THEY WOULD BE VALUABLE iF RECOVERED AHD SOLD, ALTHOUGH
ALL ARE QUITE LARGE AND LIGHTWEIGHT (S© WOULD BE UNSUITABLE FOR INOST TYPiCAL
LAYID HUIMANOID USE), THEY ARE HUNG HiGH UP OH THE WALLS TOO®, THEIiR LOWEST PARTS
AT LEAST 6 FT (1.8 ) ABOVE THE FLOOR,

17) SEA INOTHER TomB: THE SOUTHWESTERHN STOHE DOORS FROIM THE PiLLAR AnD TABLET
HALL (15) LEAD inTO THiS ROOI, WHICH HAS A 10 FT (3 ) CEiLinGg. WHEN moving
CREATURES ENTER iT, THE CHAIMBER BECOMES MAGICALLY LIiT FROIt BELOW BY A
PARTICULARLY UNCOMFORTABLE LUMINANCE, DESIGHED TO PUT lmOST INTELLIGENT
CREATURES iLL AT EASE. THERE ARE THREE iDENTIiCAL, LARGE STOHE SARCOPHAGI TOWARDS
THE ANGLED SOUTHWEST END, Ol EACH OF WHICH ARE CARVED THE WORDS “ESSENCE OF
THE SEA INOTHER”. INSiDE EACH iS & TWITCHING, SLUDGY MATERIAL THAT STiNKS OF
ROTTING FiSH AND WHALE iNNMARDS. OPENING MORE THAN ONE AT A TilnE ACTIVATES THIiS
SLUDGE IMORE FULLY, WHICH WILL LEAVE THEIR SARCOPHAGI AND SLOP TOGETHER,
STARTING TO TAKE ON A MORE DIiSTINCTIVE, COmMBIiNED, FORM, HOT UNLIiKE THAT OF THE
PROTOPLASIIC STATUE-COLUMMNS in THE PREVious HALL, ©R THAT TRAPPED in THE
CRYSTAL SPHERE CHAIMBER (14). [F ONILY TWO TOMBS ARE OPENED, THiS PROTO-CREATURE
WILL OPEN THE THIRD ITSELF, TO COIMPLETE iTS REFORMING AS A HUGE, BUBBLING, ROILIiNG
MmASS WITH EYES, mMOUTHS, TEETH, SUCKERS, TENTACLES AIID PSEUDOPODS. [TOTHING SHORT
OF SmITiNnG BY A DEITY (OR Al EQUIVALENT COSMIC FORCE) CAIl HARIM THE SLUDGE OR iTS
COMPOSITE AVATAR FORM. IT is MASSIVE, EXTREMELY HEAVY AND VERY POWERFUL OHCE
COIPLETE AND MMOBILE.

18) SECRET POWER HALL: A SERIES OF THREE SECRET DOORS THROUGH TWO® SIMALLER
CHAIMBERS SOUTHEAST FROM THE PiLLAR AnD TABLET HALL (15 - THE METHOD TO FinD AND
OPEIl THESE DOORS IS DETAILED UNDER AREA 13), LEADS ULTiImATELY inNTO THIS
PENTAGONAL CHAMBER, WHiCH HAS A 15 FT CEILiNG (4.5 m). In iTS SOUTHEASTERN APEX iS
A FLOOR TO CEILiNG PILLAR THAT GLOWS CONTINUALLY WIiTH FLOWING BLUE ENERGIES,
INCLUDING SYMBOLS, LETTERS AID WORDS il A WiDE RANGE OF SOIMETIMES IMYSTERIiOUS
LANGUAGES. THiS IS THE IMAGICAL POWER SOURCE FOR EVERYTHING THAT HAPPENS il AREAS
I3 TO 17, ANID WHIiCH KEEPS THE CREATURES TRAPPED iNl AREAS 14 AND 17 FROM LEAVING
THiS PART OF THE CRYPT AT ALL. EVEN THE SLUDGE CREATURE FROIm TOIMB 17 WOULD BE
UNABLE TO LEAVE, SO LONG AS THE PILLAR HERE REImMAINS FUNCTIiONAL.




